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EAST PORTLAND ACTION PLAN 

 
April 6, 2010 
 
 
 
Dear Portland City Council: 
 
The East Portland Action Plan (EPAP) review of the City of Portland Bureau of Transportation 
(PBOT) budget has raised concerns about the budget prioritization criteria with regards to East 
Portland’s infrastructure and transportation needs, specifically the HB2001 funds allocation. 
 
EPAP has recently been heartened by discussions and the Mayor’s awareness and actions with 
regard to equity for East Portland. This letter is in the spirit of continuing this encouraging 
dialogue. The EPAP is grateful for the support we received from the Mayor that positioned us to 
be actively involved on the Portland Bureau of Transportation Budget Advisory Committee 
(BAC). Unfortunately, we experienced grave disappointment upon our review of the upcoming 
Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) budget. What we have seen proposed thus far in the 
PBOT FY 2010-11 budget does not reflect a Fair Share commitment, nor does it support a more 
equitable distribution of resources to East Portland. 
 
The EPAP representative to the PBOT BAC has reluctantly supported the proposed 2010-2011 
PBOT budget letter to Council via the BAC.  However, the EPAP does not support the criteria 
that were established to determine the budget priorities. Although the criteria may appear 
reasonable, it fails to account for the unbalanced geographic realities and socio-economic needs 
of the Portland population. The extreme disparity of transportation facilities in poorer areas of 
the City is most glaringly evident in East Portland. 
 
We do not dispute that all sectors of the City have needs that must be addressed.  However, the 
City must take advantage, whenever possible, of non-restricted funds in order to reconcile the 
inequities evidenced by the lack of transportation infrastructure and facilities in East Portland. 
The City has standards, and to not prioritize the redress of substandard areas is to declare such 
areas as insignificant, irrelevant, or undeserving. 
 
We realize that these conditions are recognized, as was reflected in comments made at the recent 
hearing for the Portland Bicycle Plan. However, it is time for the City to seriously address 
infrastructure needs in East Portland -- both for the existing residents’ quality of life, and the 
future position of the area in the regional agenda, especially now, as over 11,000 new housing 
units have been added in East Portland since annexation and approximately 40% of Portland’s 
school age children live in East Portland. 
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East Portland is now estimated to have 28% of the City’s population, as quoted at the recent City 
Budget workshop. In the current $129 million 2010-11 PBOT Budget, East Portland will receive 
only $4,292,000 or 3.3% in projects. This includes $594,000 (5.1%) of HB 2001 money. Without 
HB 2001 money, East Portland will get $3,698,000 (3.1%) in projects. In essence, this means 
that East Portland, unlike most other parts of the City, is paying for all of its transportation 
capital projects with local property taxes rather than with gas tax money. 
 
HB 2001 offers an opportunity for positive change. The list of HB2001 projects reflects a total of 
$11,681,178.  Of that, a full 31%, $3,638,577, is targeted for specific projects in Southwest 
Portland. This does not include portions of identified projects we assume will be done or 
distributed citywide. This is significant, because no single HB 2001 project is targeted solely for 
East Portland. 
 
To rectify this we propose the City dedicate the five categories within the ‘FY 2010-2011 HB 
2001 Project Descriptions’ that currently do not have specific project or area identification 
entirely to East Portland. These categories are: 
 

• Pedestrian Safety Improvements 
• Safe Routes to Schools (currently, this program does not address the needs of two of the five 

East Portland School Districts) 
• Sidewalk Infill on Arterials 
• Signal Rehab and Signal Optimization Program 
• Street Light Replacement. 

 
In addition to supporting the PBOT Budget Advisory Committee’s revision of the criteria used to 
determine budget priorities and the dedication of all the funding allocated to the above five 
categories to East Portland, we also respectfully request that: 
 

1. Identified low-stress bike boulevards in East Portland are completed before other bicycle 
projects in the City. 

 
2. The City aggressively research an interim solution to paving deficiencies, especially in 

light of its continuing financial difficulties and the expense needed in East Portland. 
 
We are ready and willing to be active partners in redressing the transportation deficiencies and 
economic inequities that exist in East Portland. You have our complete support in working pro-
actively with METRO to position East Portland for future project funding and for addressing 
practical solutions. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Arlene Kimura       Rev. Brian Heron 

East Portland Action Plan Co-Chairs 
 

EAST PORTLAND ACTION PLAN 
East Portland Neighborhood Office     1017 NE 117th Ave.     Portland, OR 97220 

503.823.4035 or lore.wintergreen@portlandoregon.gov   


