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Scott Sakamoto
3309 SE Raymond 
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May 3, 2011

via eMail and Mail

Dan Saltzman

Portland City Commissioner

1221 SW 4th Avenue, Room 230

Portland, OR 97204

Dear Commissioner Saltzman,

I am appalled by your insensitive, indeed offensive, comment at the close of the Wednesday, April 28 City Council Session in regards to Port-

land’s involvement in the Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF).

You stated: “…and while the FBI has a checkered history, it doesn’t do us any good to be sitting here and talking about things that happened 

60 years ago or 50 years ago.”

As a past two-term President of the Portland Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) and two-term Vice Governor of the Pacific North-

west District Council of the JACL, you have offended thousands of your Portland Citizens of Japanese Ancestry who were imprisoned illegally 

by the FBI and the federal government during World War II.

Your comment seemed particularly directed at our community as it was made after my father, a survivor of these camps, testified before 

Council regarding his experience sixty years ago. To say the past has no relevance suggests that the abuses of the past provide no guidance 

or insight into the decisions we make today. 

The Japanese American community is not alone in invoking the powerful words “never again.” Yet the only way we ensure that we never 

again allow government to abuse its powers is to talk openly about our past so that we may truly learn. History rarely repeats itself in exactly 

the same way as the past. In the 1940s, it was the Japanese Americans targeted by the FBI. Today it is well documented that the FBI targets 

those of the Muslim faith or Middle Eastern background. My father’s testimony on behalf of our community was intended to remind all of us 

of how, under the guise of fear, we violate the fundamental rights of those in our country. 

I agree that it is vital to our security that we strengthen our ability to track and apprehend those who would destroy us. It is equally vital that 

we provide safeguards against having innocent people targeted, spied upon, and harassed by law enforcement and our government.

To diminish the power of his testimony and our experience was deeply hurtful.

And to say that history has no relevance to important decision-making causes me great concern about the role you play on City Council.

We respectfully ask that you issue an apology to the community as a whole and specifically to the Japanese American Community.

Sincerely,

Scott Sakamoto

Scott@RoninStudios.com

503-788-5570
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