
Incident Statement-Justin Bridges Beating-11/13/2011 
 
My name is Justin Kertson. I am a resident of Portland, Oregon. I was at the corner of 4th 
and Main St. on November 13, 2011 when riot police from Portland, Salem, and 
Clackamas County invaded Occupy Portland’s camp and brutally assaulted peaceful, 
non-violent protesters who had come out to exercise their First Amendment rights to free 
speech and assembly for the redress of grievances. I was standing on the sidewalk at the 
corner of 4th and Main St., outside of the park as instructed by the riot police. Justin 
Bridges was standing next to me on my right side. The riot police formed a line outside of 
the park and proceeded to begin pushing those of us on the sidewalk, outside of the 
closed park, into the middle of the 4th and Main St. intersection. As this was taking place 
an elderly man standing next me on my left hand side fell to the ground screaming, “MY 
BACK! MY BACK! MY BACK!” Riot police inside of the park violently grabbed him 
by the shirt and dragged him into the park where he disappeared behind the police line. 
As I turned back to my right I could see batons swinging, and I saw Justin Bridges fall to 
the ground screaming that his back was broken and he could not feel his legs. Myself, 
Deborah Norton, and a number of other people in the area proceeded to surround Justin to 
ensure that he was safe. He was not trampled or crushed by any protesters. Deborah 
Norton was down on the ground at his side holding him. A number of other people and 
myself were trying to keep a police officer, who had raised his baton, away from Justin 
Bridges while at the same time imploring the other officers present to get paramedics to 
help Justin. We told them repeatedly that he was screaming that he had a broken back and 
couldn’t feel his legs. Instead of handling him with care upon hearing this information, 
they proceeded to grab him by the legs. They pulled him out of Deborah’s arms in an 
extremely rough manner and dropped him and his legs onto the concrete behind the 
police line. At this point, we lost sight of him. Deborah and I turned and went 
immediately to the first mainstream media outlet we could find that was on live coverage 
and told them what we saw the police do to Justin Bridges. We know that this aired live 
because we know people who saw the interview. We are currently searching Channel 8’s 
website to try and find the footage. Upon completing the interview, we turned and saw a 
man laid out on the sidewalk next to the Portland Building on the corner of 4th and Main 
St., across the street from the park. It was Justin Bridges. Somehow the cops, we assume, 
had gotten him out of the park and across the street and left him lying on the sidewalk 
alone. There was no one there to help him. When we first saw him there, it was about 10 
minutes after he had been dragged into the park by riot police. I ran to the nearest 
ambulance, which was about 30 yards away on Main St. I told them that a man was 
seriously injured and lying on the sidewalk very near by and needed immediate medical 
assistance. They told me that they could not help him. Someone else asked if they had a 
procedure for handling this, and the paramedics said no, they were waiting for orders 
from the police and wouldn’t do anything until they were told to. I ran back down to 
Justin. He was going in to shock. He was shaking and I saw his eyes roll back into his 
head. This scared me and I ran back to the paramedics. I told them that Justin’s eyes had 
rolled into the back of his head and he was shaking hard, that he looked like he was 
dying. They continued to tell me there was nothing they could do. A group of protesters 
began chanting “LAWSUIT!” around the ambulance. Just after this riot police showed up 
to surround Justin Bridges. He had just started calming down. When he saw the police 



surrounding him he immediately started panicking again. When those riot police gave 
them the order, the paramedics then proceeded to go help Justin. They put him in a 
stretcher and took him to the hospital. Police would not let anyone go with him on the 
ambulance.  
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