
7/12/2012 
 

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS USING  
CITY HALL SIDEWALKS 

 
Over the course of the last six months, increasing numbers of individuals have been maintaining a 24-
hour presence on the sidewalks adjacent to City Hall. The City has an interest in protecting people's 
right to peacefully protest, while also keeping the city moving and working. The City has received 
numerous complaints related to impacts on the sidewalks around City Hall, including the obstruction of 
pedestrian traffic and the accumulation of garbage and personal property. This notice is part of the 
City’s ongoing effort to gain compliance with applicable laws. Failure to comply with these or any other 
City or State laws may result in citation and/or arrest.   
  

PROPERTY STOCKPILE 
Many individuals have been using the sidewalk to store their personal property, routinely leaving it 
unattended or asking others to guard it. The accumulation of garbage and personal property on the 
curbside has made it difficult for people who enter the sidewalk via the curbside to gain access and in 
some cases has caused people to trip. The manner in which personal property is being stored and the 
accumulation of objects on the sidewalk has become a public nuisance. It also violates various 
provisions of City and State law (for example, PCC 16.20.170, 14C.30.060, 14C.20.060, 17.44.010, and 
ORS 164.805). Remove all personal property from the sidewalks and place garbage in the appropriate 
receptacles.   
 

OBSTRUCTING OTHERS 
Refusing to yield to another person on the sidewalk is impolite, and it is also a violation of state law 
when your obstruction of pedestrian traffic recklessly creates a risk of public inconvenience, annoyance, 
or alarm (ORS 166.025). Do not obstruct other sidewalk users. 
 

THE PEDESTRIAN USE ZONE 
Eight feet of sidewalk, beginning at the frontage line of City Hall property, is a pedestrian use zone.  
Heightened requirements apply in the zone, including a requirement to be on foot and able to move 
immediately to accommodate other sidewalk users. Make sure pedestrians are able to move freely in the 
pedestrian use zone. 
 

STRUCTURES 
It is unlawful to erect, place, or leave any type of temporary fixture or structure on the sidewalk (PCC 
14A.50.050). This includes tents, portable grills, storage boxes, etc. Remove all structures from the 
sidewalk.   
 

MARIJUANA and ALCOHOL USE 
No one may smoke marijuana on the sidewalk. Even a person who is authorized to possess marijuana for 
medical use is not excepted from Oregon's drug laws if the person uses marijuana in a public place.  
ORS 475.316(1)(b). No one may possess or drink from an open container of alcohol while on the 
sidewalk (PCC 14A.50.010). 
 

PUBLIC INDECENCY 
No one should be having sex on the sidewalk; it is a violation of Oregon law (ORS 163.465). 


