
KEY FACTORS THAT BEAR ON THE MAYOR’S RACE: 
 
 

1. Steve Novick launched his campaign for City Commissioner within hours 
of Randy Leonard’s announcement that he would not be seeking another 
term.  Novick ran for US Senate against Jeff Merkley.  Novick won that 
race in Portland and in Multnomah County, and only lost because Merkley 
carried the rest of the state.  He was also a key player in the passage of 
Measures 66 and 67 - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9z68usK8vg - , 
which increased taxes on “the rich” and business.  Novick’s reputation as 
a formidable campaigner and his fast start virtually ensure that he will win 
this seat on the Council with little or no opposition. 
 

2. Mary Nolan has also announced her campaign for City Commissioner 
against incumbent Amanda Fritz.  Nolan is a former City budget staffer, 
then head of the City’s Bureau of Environmental Services.  Nolan is a 
State Representative, and has served as House Majority Leader for the 
Democrats.  She has a 95-100% record with most liberal interest groups.  
She will almost certainly beat Fritz. 
 

3. The certainty that these two strong and experienced politicians will be on 
the Council means that Eileen Brady will have no chance for on-the-job-
training. If she is elected, these experienced politicians will run rings 
around her.  We need a Mayor who understands how to make things 
happen in the peculiar leadership environment of Portland City Hall. 
 

4. Last week, Charlie Hales passed the $100,000 mark in fundraising, 
pulling ahead of Brady in cash on hand (Brady: about $75k, Hales: $90k). 
 

5. Last week, word got out via an online Willamette Week story that a union, 
SEIU, had conducted a poll about the Mayor’s race.  That poll is rumored 
to show Sam Adams with very weak support and very high negatives. 
 

6. Not coincidentally, on the same day as the poll news, Willamette Week 
and the Oregonian ran online stories that State Representative Jefferson 
Smith was considering a run for Mayor - 
http://blog.oregonlive.com/portlandcityhall/2011/07/mayor_jefferson_smith
_charlie.html .  It’s likely that SEIU shared their poll results with this strong 
labor ally.  Smith is an ambitious populist politician and founder of the “Bus 
Project” program that organizes young, liberal voters.  His primary political 
theme is that the City has focused too much attention and money on 
business and downtown, instead of in the neighborhoods he represents in 
far Southeast Portland. 
 

7. The way to keep Jefferson from jumping in is to make sure that the 
candidate we want to win has an insurmountable lead in fundraising. 


