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October 31, 2013 

 

Ms. Jennifer Hertel 

Compliance Specialist 

Elections Division 

Office of the Secretary of State 

255 Capitol St. NE, Suite 501 

Salem, OR 97310 

 

Sent via electronic mail to: elections.sos@state.or.us 

 

Dear Ms. Hertel, 

 

We write in response to your letter dated October 24, 2013 regarding the complaint of Mr. Marshall 

Runkel against a petitioner for the Portland Public Water District ballot initiative.  Mr. Runkel’s 

complaint is ill-informed and frivolous. 

Mr. Runkel complains that the petition circulator in question told him that the initiative would prevent 

the privatization of Portland’s Bull Run water system.  Indeed, the initiative would prevent privatization 

of Portland’s water system.  Rather than being a false statement as Mr. Runkel charges, the petition 

circulator is merely describing what the City Attorney has deemed a “major effect” of the PPWD 

initiative.  Mr. Runkel evidently hasn’t read the PPWD initiative, which includes this provision on page 1.  

Further information can be found on our website at www.waterreform.org 

Given that this statement is patently true, Mr. Runkel’s frivolous complaint should be rejected. 

Further, as Chief Petitioners of the PDX4 initiative, we hereby lodge a formal complaint against Mr. 

Marshall Runkel for harassment of petitioners and attempted obstruction of ballot access.   

As a City Hall staffer for former Water Commissioner Erik Sten—the architect of the ill-fated scheme to 

regionalize Portland’s water system—Mr. Runkel is a consummate City Hall insider clearly engaged in a 

campaign to prevent ballot access for the PPWD initiative.  What’s more, Mr. Runkel’s firm, EcoTech LLC, 

is a contractor with a financial interest in City Hall-funded programs.  Mr. Runkel’s business partner 

serves on a City Club study committee reviewing the PPWD initiative. 

Mr. Runkel’s political and professional background, coupled with his specious election complaint should 

give the Secretary of State reason for concern that petitioner harassment may continue.  We therefore 

request that Mr. Runkel be officially restrained from interacting with petition circulators for PDX4.   
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Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Kent Craford and Floy Jones 

Co-Chief Petitioners 

 

cc: Gina Zejdlik, Interim Director  

      gina.zejdlik@state.or.us 


