
 
 
 
 

 
 

Office of Mayor Charlie Hales 
City of Portland 

 
July 22, 2014 
 
 
Eloise Damrosch 
Executive Director 
Regional Arts and Culture Council 
411 NW Park Ave, Suite 101 
Portland, OR  97209-3356 
 
Dear Eloise: 
 
 I would like to reach out to the city’s arts leaders to share my thoughts on the present and 
future of the Arts Education and Access Fund, and ask that you share this letter as you deem 
appropriate.     
 

There has been much confusion around the “Arts Tax” over the past eighteen months, and I 
imagine that in the arts community there is a fair amount of discouragement.  “Will the city find a way 
to fully collect the tax?  Will meaningful dollars actually flow to those of us who worked so hard to get 
this measure passed?”  I want to offer assurance on a few counts: 
 

First:  we do have some things to celebrate.  Despite multiple legal challenges, and a fair amount 
of media pushback, the AEAF has managed to fund 44 new arts teachers in Portland’s elementary 
schools.  Kids who did not have arts experiences last year are getting them in full force, and that was 
one of the primary goals of the measure.  This happened because you and I believed it was important, 
and its impact cannot be underestimated. 
 
 Second:  I am clear that a significant promise of the measure was to bring non-profit arts 
organizations receiving general operating funds from RACC closer to the national level of 5% of eligible 
income, with the additional hope of bringing newly qualified groups into the fold as funds became 
available.  While collections have been slower than any of us would have preferred, the projections for 
future years look more promising.    Further, we have been successful in including the AEAF in Turbo Tax 
and other tax preparation instruments starting this fiscal year, which should be very helpful.  While I 
can’t say yet with full confidence that when collections run at full capacity they will completely fund this 
general operating need, I will commit to making certain that if a gap remains, my staff and I will help find 
a way to fill it. 
 
 Third:  I am also aware that the adjustments City Council made to the Arts Tax last year reduced 
the total revenues generated, and make it impossible for RACC to fully fund the Access/Education 
initiative that many of us believed was central to the measure’s long term impact.  You all understand 
what it would mean to be able to expand efforts to bring the arts to more young people, people of color, 
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and those for whom price is a barrier.  I don’t yet see a way to fund this initiative out of the city’s 
general fund dollars, but will continue to think long term about ways we might achieve it. 
 
 Thanks for all you do to make this a more vibrant place to live. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Charlie Hales 
Mayor of Portland 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 


