
 

 

Commissioner Novick 
City of Portland 
1221 SW 4th Ave., Suite 210 
Portland, OR 97204 
 

November 18, 2015 
 

Dear Commissioner Novick, 
 

The City of Portland Bureau of Transportation’s (PBOT) Modal Committees consist of a wide cross-section 
of Portlanders who come together to advise City decision makers on matters related to their particular 
transportation mode (Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Streetcar).  Members come from every area of the City as 
well as a broad spectrum of interests and professional backgrounds.  PBOT’s modal committees have been 
ongoing contributors and advisors during the City’s current update of our Transportation System Plan, 
allowing the committees to analyze and identify important projects based on each modal lens.   
 

As modal chairs, we would like to express the support of our committees for the City of Portland 
applications for ConnectOregon funds for the following projects: 
 

x Flanders City Greenway: Build an active transportation bridge over I-405 to provide a much 
needed east-west walking and bicycling route connecting the dense NW neighborhoods to the 
Waterfront and Steel Bridge, while also relieving congestion on parallel arterial streets and 
improving vehicle access to and from the interstate freeway system. 

x Naito Crossing: Improve the safety of a Naito Parkway crossing, providing a major central city 
connection between Flanders to the Steel Bridge and Waterfront Park 

x Red Electric Trail (segment between SW Shattuck and SW Fairvale Ct): This project will complete a 
segment of the regionally significant Red Electric Trail and will provide important connections to 
several schools, parks, libraries, community centers and natural areas. 

x Streetcar Vehicle Purchase:  The cost-effective purchase of three used Streetcar Vehicles from the 
City of Seattle – three vehicles for the price of one new vehicle – will allow Streetcar to maintain 
reliable travel times, support the planned growth in ridership  while reducing drive alone trips, 
encourage efficient land-use decisions, and support an aging population. . Today, 33% of all of the 
jobs in Portland are on the Portland Streetcar alignment and over 15,000 people ride the streetcar 
each day.  By 2020 planners expect over 20,000 riders per day as the thousands of housing units 
and sqft of commercial space are built out along the streetcar alignment.     

 

These projects all provide significant transportation benefits to Portland, helping to ensure that our 
transportation system is strong, diverse and efficient.    
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

    
Rebecca Hamilton, Co-Chair      Roger Averbeck, Co-Chair 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee       Pedestrian Advisory Committee   
 
 
 
 
Owen Ronchelli Chair     Ian Stude, Chair   
Streetcar Citizens’ Advisory Committee    Bicycle Advisory Committee   
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November(10,(2015(
(
Commissioner(Steve(Novick 
1221(SW(4th(Ave,(Suite(210 
Portland,(OR((97204 
(
Re:(ConnectOregon(application,(City(of(Portland(
(
(
(
Dear(Commissioner(Novick,(
I(am(writing(to(express(our(support(for(the(City(of(Portland’s(ConnectOregon(
application.(The(Bicycle(Transportation(Alliance((BTA)(creates(healthy,(sustainable(
communities(by(making(bicycling(safe,(convenient,(and(accessible.(This(mission(is(well(
served(by(the(four(projects(for(which(Portland(is(seeking(ConnectOregon(funding.((
(
Red(Electric(Trail((segment(between(SW(Shattuck(and(SW(Fairvale(Ct)(
This(project(will(complete(a(segment(of(the(regionallyUsignificant(Red(Electric(Trail(and(
will(provide(important(connections(to(several(schools,(parks,(libraries,(community(
centers,(and(natural(areas.(

(
Streetcar(Vehicle(Purchase:(
The(purchase(of(three(used(Streetcar(Vehicles(from(the(City(of(Seattle(–(three(vehicles(
for(the(price(of(one(new(vehicle(–(will(allow(Streetcar(to(maintain(reliable(travel(times,(
support(the(planned(growth(in(ridership(while(reducing(drive(alone(trips,(encourage(
efficient(landUuse(decisions,(and(support(an(aging(population.((
((

Flanders(City(Greenway(((
The(Flanders(City(Greenway(will(construct(an(active(transportation(bridge(over(IU405(
and(other(improvements(to(provide(a(much(needed(eastUwest(walking(and(bicycling(
route(connecting(the(dense(and(growing(NW(neighborhoods(to(the(Waterfront(and(
Steel(Bridge,(while(also(relieving(congestion(on(parallel(arterial(streets(and(improving(
vehicle(access(to(and(from(the(interstate(freeway(system.((Staff(are(currently(
considering(possibilities(for(designing(this(facility(as(a(lifeline(facility.(

(
Naito(Crossing:(
Improve(the(safety(of(a(Naito(Parkway(crossing,(providing(a(major(central(city(
connection(from(the(Flanders(City(Greenway(to(the(Steel(Bridge(and(Waterfront(Park.((
(

The(Red(Electric(Trail(and(the(Flanders(City(Greenway((including(the(proposed(bridge(
and(Naito(Crossing)(also(match(stated(BTA(priorities.(In(2013,(after(months(of(surveys(
and(public(outreach(meetings,(we(released(“The(Blueprint(for(World(Class(Bicycling.”(
The(document(lists(projects(we(believe(are(crucial(for(bicycling(in(the(
metro(area(including(“Building(Inspiring(Trails”(and(“Create(
Neighborhood(Greenways.”((
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(
Accordingly,(we(are(glad(to(express(our(enthusiastic(support(for(the(four(projects(
outlined(in(the(City(of(Portland’s(ConnectOregon(application.(
(
Sincerely,(

(
Rob(Sadowsky(
Executive(Director(
(
Cc:(
PBOT(Director(Leah(Treat(
Mark(Lear(



 

 
The Northwest District Association is a 501(C)3 tax-exempt organization. 

2257 NW Raleigh St. Portland, OR  97210  •  503-823-4288 contact@northwestdistrictassociation.org  •  northwestdistrictassociation.org 

 
 

 
Commisioner Steve Novick 
1221 SW 4th Ave, Suite 210 
Portland, OR 97204 
November 9, 2015 
 
Dear Commissioner Novick: 
 

The Northwest District Association supports the city’s effort to create healthier, safer, more 
connected neighborhoods, to combat climate change and traffic congestion, and to address equity 
issues. One of the most effective ways to promote all of these is to encourage our citizens to bicycle 
as an alternative to driving their cars. The NWDA recognizes that for this to occur, residents must 
view biking as a safe and efficient means of transportation, which is why NWDA wishes to express 
its strong support for the improvement of bicycle facilities in two key areas in our neighborhood. 

Bicyclists travelling to or from Northwest Portland lack safe, efficient entry and exit points 
into our neighborhood. Nowhere is this more apparent than when crossing I-405, where bicyclists 
must share congested bridges with cars entering and exiting the freeway. To help bikers make safe passage across the 
highway, the NWDA supports the development of the Flanders neighborhood greenway, the pivotal feature of which is 
the construction of a bike and pedestrian-only bridge over I-405. In order to connect this greenway to the city’s 
recreational bike trails and the Eastside, NWDA also supports the construction of a safe and legal crossing of Flanders at 
Naito to the waterfront. Ultimately, a fully-connected Flanders greenway would dramatically improve the commuting 
and recreational options for cyclists in our neighborhood. The NWDA strongly supports PBOT’s application for 
ConnectOregon funds for both of these projects.  

The second issue facing bicycling in Northwest is the high volume of car traffic on our streets. Our densely-
populated, well-serviced neighborhood could be a haven for bicyclists and pedestrians, one that would rival the best in 
the country. Unfortunately, even our neighborhood greenways - streets that are intended to be especially bicycle-
friendly - are generally unsafe and stressful for cyclists. PBOT’s 2015 Greenway Assessment Report finds major problems 
with Northwest’s greenway network, noting that all six of our neighborhood greenways experience traffic well above the 
stated target of 1000 cars per day. NWDA agrees with these findings and supports two solutions to create true 
neighborhood greenways. First, we support shifting greenways to more appropriate streets, like Pettygrove instead of 
Overton, and Savier instead of Raleigh. Second, we support constructing in-road diverters, curb extensions, and other 
traffic calming measures on all neighborhood greenways. Doing so would encourage cars to seek alternative streets 
when passing through the neighborhood, and discourage unsafe passing of bicyclists. 

Our neighborhood will need to experience a very significant increase in bicycle commuting (from 5% currently) if 
the city is to achieve its 2035 goal of growing bicycle mode share to 25% of all trips. Residents of Northwest are 
confident that we can be an engine of that growth, but not without improvements to our current bike infrastructure. In 
order to make our streets safe, low-stress, and efficient for cyclists and pedestrians of all ages and abilities, we ask that 
city council support funding these common sense and impactful measures.  

Board, Northwest District Association 
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November 13th, 2015 
 
Dear Commissioner Novick: 
 
We wish to express our strong support for PBOT’s application for Connect Oregon Funding for a Pedestrian / bicycle 
Bridge at NW Flanders across I-405. This Bridge is a critical component of the Flanders Street Greenway project which 
provides a crucial missing element in the pedestrian & bicycle network for the City of Portland, particularly in the Central 
City. 
 
The neighborhoods of inner Northwest Portland, including Old Town/Chinatown, Pearl District, and the Northwest District, 
host a diverse and dense population and provide key local and regional services, employers, educational institutions, and 
housing for all income ranges.  Improved bike and pedestrian safety is desperately needed to support these populations, 
businesses, and institutions. With the high concentration of residents, businesses and services, it is essential for the entire 
city to have safe multi-modal connections to Northwest.  
 
Due to the presence of existing barriers, there currently are no safe and contiguous east-west routes for people to walk 
and bike from the Downtown waterfront to NW 23rd and the West Hills area. This missing connection is why multiple city 
and neighborhood plans have designated Flanders as a priority neighborhood greenway.  To achieve its potential, though, 
Flanders needs critical improvements, specifically: 
 

• A bridge that crosses the freeway canyon for both pedestrians and bicycles.  There are currently sidewalks on 
one side of both Everett and Glisan Streets that are heavily used but grossly inadequate in terms of fostering a 
safe and comfortable environment for pedestrians, due to dangerous crossings across ramps that attract 
speeding traffic. Existing bicycle facilities on those streets have dangerous conflicts with on and off ramps and 
end right after crossing the freeway. Moreover, there is no seismically sound crossing of I-405 that could 
withstand a major earthquake. A bridge at Flanders not only serves the daily needs of residents and workers, but 
will also serve as the main connection to the local hospital during an emergency. 
 

- A safe crossing across Naito to the Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge on the Steel Bridge and to the regional system that 
begins at Tom McCall Park. This is being addressed in a separate grant. 

 
These improvements collectively create a unified east-west connection that is safe for people who are walking and biking. 
This link leverages previous investments made by the City with the Eastbank Esplanade and Springwater Corridor, 
creating a continuous walking and biking route that stretches from the West Hills to Boring, Oregon. It also allows 
thousands of bicycle commuters to have a safe connection between the eastside and the westside of Portland. 

 
This project is a top priority for us. We strongly support the grant proposal for the Flanders Bridge across I-405. 
 
Thank you in advance for your leadership and support. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
 
Patricia Gardner 
President, PDNA 
 
 



 

 

November 11, 2015 

 

Mayor Charlie Hales 
Commissioner Nick Fish 
Commissioner Dan Saltzman 
Commissioner Amanda Fritz 
Commissioner Steve Novick 
1221 SW 4th  Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
 
 

Re: Flanders Greenway  

 
Dear Mayor Hales and Commissioners Fish, Saltzman, Fritz, and Novick, 

 

We wish to express our strong support for the Flanders Greenway project and urge that you prioritize 

efforts to make it a reality, such as the Connect Oregon grant applications 

 

Northwest Portland – from Old Town/Chinatown, to the Pearl District, and to the Northwest District 

Association – hosts a diverse and dense population that provides key local and regional services, 

employers, educational institutions, and housing for all income ranges.  Improved bike and pedestrian 

safety is desperately needed to support these populations, businesses, and institutions. With the high 

concentration of residents and businesses, it is essential for the entire city to have safe multi-modal 

connections to Northwest.  

 

Currently there is no safe all ages route for people to walk and bike from the River to the West Hills. 

This lack is why multiple city plans have designated Flanders as a priority neighborhood greenway.  To 

achieve its potential, though, Flanders needs critical improvements, specifically: 

 

-A safe crossing across Naito to the Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge on the Steel Bridge and to the regional 

system that begins at Tom McCall Park.  

 

-A bridge that crosses the freeway canyon for both pedestrians and bicycles.  Current Everett and 

Glisan sidewalks are grossly inadequate and lead to dangerous crossings across speeding traffic. 

Existing pedestrian and bicycle facilities on those streets have dangerous conflicts with the on and off 

ramps to the freeways. 

 



 

 

These improvements create a unified all ages route that is safe for walkers and bicyclists. This link will 

create a safe greenway that stretches from the West Hills to Boring Oregon. It allows bicycle 

commuters to have a safe connection to the thousands stretching from NW 23rd to Tom McCall 

Waterfront Park. 

 

This project is a top priority for us, and we urge you to make this a priority.  We  

believe that funding through existing programs can make this project possible, which we intend to 

support and press for. 

 

Thank you in advance for your leadership and support. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Helen Ying, Chair Ryan Hashagen, Chair 

Old Town Chinatown Community Association OTCTCA Transportation Co-Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From: Bruce Levy [mailto:brlevy29@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Friday, November 13, 2015 1:24 PM 
To: Kelly.S.Brooks@odot.state.or.us; Commissioner Novick <novick@portlandoregon.gov> 
Cc: Treat, Leah <Leah.Treat@portlandoregon.gov>; mark.lear@portlandoreogn.gov 
Subject: Support for NW Flanders Greenway & NW Naito Parkway Proposals 

 
 
November 13, 2015 
 
 
Kelly Brooks 
Region 1 Enhance Program Manager 
Oregon Department of Transportation 
123 NW Flanders Street 
Portland, OR  97209 
 
 
Commissioner Steve Novick 
City of Portland / City Hall 
1221 SW 4th Avenue, Suite 210 
Portland, OR  97204 
 
 
Re:  NW Flanders STIP Enhance Grant and ConnectOregon proposals 
 
 
Dear Kelly Brooks and Commissioner Novick: 
 
This is to offer my personal support toward ODOT's and PBOT's approval of two pending grants to enhance NW Flanders Street 
in Portland as a safer AND more desirable walking and bicycling route. 
 
If this stretch of a quiet, low-volume street between the hectic Everett/Glisan couplet can receive these special treatments and 
be designated as Flanders Greenway, then the entire city will benefit!  A safe, easy East-West walking/biking connector is 
exactly what's needed for many of us 'reluctant' cyclists . . . eager to ride our bikes, but too fearful of mixing with heavy 
vehicular traffic (including too many distracted motorists). 
 
I am a car-less resident of the Pearl District, yet do many of my shopping trips in the Northwest/Nob Hill area.  I would prefer not 
to rely on the Streetcar or be forced to walk over the scary crossings where Everett/Glisan meets the I-405 freeway.  Many of my 
older neighbors feel the same.  People really want to walk and ride bikes to/from these three Westside neighborhoods 
(NorthWest, Pearl and OldTown/Chinatown) - - and be able to continue over the river to the Eastside. 
 
A NW 16th traffic signal to accompany this Flanders Crossing, minor traffic calming enhancements enroute (such as a traffic 
diverter at Broadway), and most critically at the eastern edge beyond the LanSu Garden and ODOT HQ, creating a safer ped/bike 
crossing of the Naito Parkway 'barrier' would complete this safe route by providing cyclists from the East side a seamless path to 
travel to jobs in NorthWest Portland - - and vice versa.  Reducing overall traffic congestion in the area is another significant 
benefit.  As more and more people move to Portland, we are not able to increase the street capacity to accommodate 
unlimited motor traffic.  This is a sensible, cost-effective solution to maximize mobility and economic opportunity for all 
Portlanders. 
 
Thank you for listening to my thoughts about these two vital proposals that could create one terrific Flanders Greenway. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bruce Levy 
311 NW 12th Avenue, #603 
Portland, OR  97209 
 
brlevy29@yahoo.com 
 
 
cc:  Leah Treat, PBOT 
       Mark Lear, PBOT 

mailto:brlevy29@yahoo.com
mailto:Kelly.S.Brooks@odot.state.or.us
mailto:novick@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:Leah.Treat@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:mark.lear@portlandoreogn.gov
mailto:brlevy29@yahoo.com


 

 

November 20, 2016 

 
 
Zef Wagner 
Associate Planner, Portland Bureau of Transportation  
1120 SW Fifth Ave, Suite 800 
Portland, OR 97204 
 
 
Dear Mr. Wagner: 
 
Legacy Good Samaritan Medical Center wishes to express our support for the Flanders 
Bike/Pedestrian Green Street project and urge that you prioritize efforts to make it a reality. 
 
Northwest Portland – from Old Town/Chinatown, to the Pearl District, and to the Northwest 
District Association – hosts a diverse and dense population that provides key local and regional 
services, employers, educational institutions, and housing for all income ranges.  Improved bike 
and pedestrian safety is desperately needed to support these populations, businesses, and 
institutions. With the high concentration of residents and businesses, it is essential for the entire 
city to have safe multi-modal connections to Northwest. The reality is that commuters from the 
East side of our city follow safe routes until they reach the West side of the river and are dumped 
directly into busy city traffic.  
 
Currently there is no safe East-West route for people to walk and bike from the River to the West 
Hills. This lack is why multiple city plans have designated Flanders as a priority neighborhood 
greenway.  To achieve its potential, though, Flanders needs critical improvements, specifically: 
 

x A safe crossing across Naito to the Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge on the Steel Bridge and to 
the regional system that begins at Tom McCall Park.  

x A bridge that crosses the freeway canyon for both pedestrians and bicycles.  Current 
sidewalks on Everett and Glisan Streets are grossly inadequate and lead to dangerous 
crossings across speeding traffic. Existing bicycle facilities on those streets have 
dangerous conflicts with the on and off ramps to the freeways. 
 



  

These improvements create a unified East-West street that is safe for walkers and bicyclists. This 
link will create a safe route that stretches from the West Hills to Boring Oregon.  

 
We urge you to make this project a priority.  We believe that funding through existing programs 
can make this project possible. 
 
Thank you in advance for your leadership and support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jonathan Avery 
 
 
 
CC:  Commissioner Steve Novick 

City of Portland 
 

 Leah Treat  
Director, Portland Bureau of Transportation 

  





 

nobhillportland@gmail.com 

November 18, 2015 

 

LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE FLANDERS BIKE/PEDESTRIAN GREENWAY 

The Nob Hill Business Association Board supports the Flanders Bike/Pedestrian Greenway project 
and urges you to  make it a reality. The Greenway would connect Northwest, the Pearl and Old 
Town/China Town neighborhoods from NW 24 to the Willamette River.  

Currently there is not a safe East-West route for people to walk and bike from the Willamette 
River to the West Hills. This lack is why multiple city plans have designated Flanders as a priority 
neighborhood greenway.  To be a safe, viable option the Greenway must include: 

x A pedestrian/bicycle bridge at Flanders that crosses the I-405 Freeway. 
x A safe crossing across Naito to the Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge on the Steel Bridge and 

to the regional system that begins at Tom McCall Park. The intent is to have a 
connection to the Waterfront esplanade and the Steel Bridge.  

Improved bike and pedestrian safety is needed. We pride ourselves on being an active, 
sustainable city and safety should be a priority.  With the large number of residents commuting 
between east and west neighborhoods it is essential for the entire city to have safe multi-modal 
connections. The reality is that commuters from the east side of our city follow safe routes until 
they reach the west side of the river and are dumped directly into busy city traffic.   The Flanders 
Greenway Plan creates a unified East-West street that is safe for walkers and bicyclists. This link 
will create a safe route that stretches from the West Hills to Boring Oregon. It allows bicycle 
commuters to have a safe West Side connection stretching from NW 23rd to Tom McCall 
Waterfront Park. 

While we support this project, we expect upon its completion, for Everett St. to be restored to 
two lanes of traffic and any plan to turn Glisan St. into one lane of traffic aborted.  The current 
situation on Everett St. is not safe for either bicyclists or cars. It is our understanding  that the 
Greenway can be funded through existing programs and should not effect budgets for repair of 
existing streets.  The plan should also not hamper the traffic flow of already congested streets 
nor should it decrease any existing on-street parking. 

 NHBA would appreciate being kept informed on this project. 

      Sincerely, 

 

      Patricia Fiedler 

      NHBA President 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

11/5/2015 

Dear Commissioner Steve Novick, 

I write this letter in support of the Connect Oregon grant application for the 
Flanders Bike and Pedestrian Green Street Project.  

I operate the International Hostel, located ½ block from Flanders. We host an 
average of 100 travelers per night. We are in the process of constructing a new 
building on the corner of NW 18th and Glisan, which will add another 90 travelers 
per night.  

Our guests are from all over the world. They are often not familiar with our traffic 
signage and patterns. As tourists exploring our city, most head into the Pearl 
District and toward the river or downtown. The crossings over I 405 on both 
Everett and Glisan have sidewalks only on one side, and both have busy freeway 
on and off ramps. It is not only confusing, but dangerous. We also cater to 
numerous touring cyclist. The new crossing will help greatly to reduce the risk for 
our guests, as well as the community of NW Portland, which is a high pedestrian 
area.  

I strongly urge you to put this project as a top priority. The funding through the 
existing program can make this project possible. It will be a great addition to our 
community. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jim Kennett, President 

Hostelling International Northwest Portland Hostel 
425 NW 18th Ave.  Portland, Oregon 97209 503-764-8029 
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September 23, 2015 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
We wish to express our strong support for the Flanders Bike/Pedestrian Green Street project 
and urge that you prioritize efforts to make it a reality. Many of our students, Faculty, and staff 
commute daily from all over Portland and particularly from East of the river. It is of utmost 
importance to the college and in the best interest of the city, that these commuters are 
provided vastly improved safety measures. 
 
Northwest Portland – from Old Town/Chinatown, to the Pearl District, and to the Northwest 
District Association – hosts a diverse and dense population that provides key local and 
regional services, employers, educational institutions, and housing for all income ranges. 
 Improved bike and pedestrian safety is desperately needed to support these populations, 
businesses, and institutions. With the high concentration of residents and businesses, it is 
essential for the entire city to have safe multi-modal connections to Northwest. The reality is 
that commuters from the East side of our city follow safe routes until they reach the West side 
of the river and are dumped directly into busy city traffic. 
 
Currently there is no safe East-West route for people to walk and bike from the River to the 
West Hills. This lack is why multiple city plans have designated Flanders as a priority 
neighborhood greenway.  To achieve its potential, though, Flanders needs critical 
improvements outline below: 
 

• A safe crossing across Naito to the Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge on the Steel Bridge and    
to the regional system that begins at Tom McCall Park. 

• A bridge that crosses the freeway canyon for both pedestrians and bicycles.  Current 
Everett and Glisan sidewalks are grossly inadequate and lead to dangerous crossings 
across speeding traffic. Existing Bicycle facilities on those streets have dangerous 
conflicts with the on and off ramps to the freeways. 
 

These improvements create a unified East-West street that is safe for walkers and bicyclists. 
This link will create a safe route that stretches from the West Hills to Boring Oregon. It allows 
bicycle commuters to have a safe connection to the thousands stretching from NW 23rd to 
Tom McCall Waterfront Park. 
 
This project is a top priority for us, and we urge you to make this a priority.  We believe that 
funding through existing programs can make this project possible, which we intend to support 
and press for. 
 
Thank you in advance for your leadership and support. 
 
Sincerely, 
!
!
!
Thomas!Manley,!President!PNCA!




