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February 12, 2018 

Mayor Ted Wheeler 

 

RE: Resignation - RSC 

 

Mayor Wheeler:  

 

When I was invited to join the Rental Services Commission (RSC) I had high hopes for a city that believed 
in inclusion and for an opportunity to have meaningful conversation about housing policy that would 
positively impact Portlanders. 

Prior to joining I expressed these concerns and wanted to ensure it was an effective use of time for all of 
those involved.  

Instead of being able to share and debate ideas that could be presented for review to the City Council, 
Portland Housing Bureau and your office, we have been spoon feed what appears to be an already 
ironed out agenda. The city has portrayed “ideas” as if they are under review, when in fact they have 
already started implementation.  

While the title of the commission is “Rental Services Commission” (RSC), the premise guiding the agenda 
and terminology is that tenants are victims who need more protection. There have been zero ideas or 
discussions on how to relieve the hardships, liability and risk landlords face every day. This is not to 
suggest we have a perfect system, but the absence of concern for both the landlord and tenant is 
disconcerting. 

This conclusion is further reinforced by the lack of equal representation among the commission.  

In our last meeting I was shocked and alarmed at the gross lack of knowledge many of the 
commissioners (including Eudaly’s office) had regarding how screening happens in the real world. What 
can and cannot be done. What was already being done, and why some of the “new ideas” don’t work 
e.g. the notion that people’s safety and screening criteria were directly correlated was dismissed as 
unimportant by some. 

Portlanders deserve better. They deserve to have real experts at the table on the subject matter being 
covered. The commission does not have enough time to educate everyone on the basics.  
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Without appropriate expertise the results will inevitably be flawed. The position of shoot first, ask 
questions later isn’t good leadership and will only fuel division and a lack of faith in government.  

Some on the commission also seem to be under the impression that people of color need EXTRA help. 
The tone is that Portlanders today must apologize and atone for their parents and grandparents 
mistakes. As a person of color I find this offensive. Words such as “equity” are supposed invoke a sense 
of fairness, but instead translate to “we must redistribute power and wealth at all costs”. Does Portland 
have a troubled past? Yes, but it is not the responsibility of Portland’s Landlords to shoulder relief alone. 
If this is truly a city wide value, everyone should carry that cost. 

Your recent decision to repeal the single unit exemption is a tipping point for me and only the latest 
example by you and your office to me that the RSC is not here to create a better environment for 
tenants and landlords (relocation isn’t even means tested). Instead, it only confirms my original fear. The 
RSC was never designed to succeed. It is an optic move by the city to say “we had all stakeholders at the 
table” all while ignoring the advice of experts and the best interest of Portlander for political gain. 
Ideology is trumping facts and logic, a disturbing trend in America. 

I have always believed that if you see a problem you should volunteer to help. I believe this, and I 
believe in honoring my commitments. Unfortunately, I cannot simply rubber stamp projects or support 
the enactment of policies that are not properly vetted. 

Effective immediately I am resigning from the Rental Services Commission.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nicholas Cook, CPM 
OR Principal Broker 
 


