
Statement from Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler on Oregon Court Decision Impacting 
2020 Elections 
 
“Yesterday the Oregon Supreme Court upheld the legality of contribution limits in the 
State of Oregon. While the Court stopped short of affirming the specific limits outlined in 
the Multnomah County-based case they heard, from this point forward our campaign will 
abide by the limits set forth in that voter approved measure. These limits are $500 per 
individual, union and other organizations.  
 
The City of Portland Elections Office has stated that they do not believe campaigns for 
City offices are bound by this ruling, which technically would allow my campaign to 
continue soliciting larger donations. 
 
However, to avoid even more confusion, and to make it clear to voters that we 
agree contribution limits are now state law, we are going to adopt the voter 
approved limits without exception.   
 
The reality in our state is that we operate under different sets of rules and limits at the 
state, city, and county levels. This injects a unique complexity into our elections that 
makes it difficult for campaigns and unfair to voters who want to know that the elections 
they participate in are run with integrity and transparency, and without unlimited sums of 
money.  
 
That was the intent we had when we adopted self-imposed limits at the outset of this 
campaign, and will continue now with lower level maximum contribution limits.    
 
The solution, I believe, is for the State Legislature to take this up immediately in the 
2021 session and establish uniform rules, similar to nearly all other states that have 
adopted contribution limits. Every candidate should be held accountable to the same 
standards. 
 
I look forward to offering my perspective and the lessons we have learned throughout 
this election cycle to this larger conversation. The people of Oregon deserve clarity in 
this matter.” 
 
	


